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ABSTRACT 



This document summarizes major postsecondary education 
issues and school -to-work and youth employment programs for the Education 
Task Force of the U.S. Senates 1 s Committee on the Budget, and is based on 
General Accounting Office (GAO) studies completed during 1990-1997. The 
discussion of postsecondary education issues centers around five themes: 
ensuring access, increasing retention, improving quality, increasing 
affordability, and improving financial aid program management and oversight. 
It is noted that while postsecondary education is important to students ' 
future earning power, the cost of attending college is rising rapidly. In 
addition, some federal programs designed to help educationally and 
economically disadvantaged youth enter, stay in, and complete postsecondary 
education have had limited effectiveness. Also identified are some of the 
financial management and oversight problems, along with congressional and 
agency actions taken to address these problems. Programs to help 
noncollege-bound youth obtain alternative work skills also have not lived up 
to expectations, and there is a discussion of the Job Training Partnership 
Act youth programs and the Job Corps programs. Appended is a list of related 
GAO documents. (SW) 
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Tt September 15, 1997 

Q The Honorable Bill Frist 

w Chairman, Education Task Force 

Committee on the Budget 
United States Senate 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONn, 
originating it. 

D 

official OERI position or policy. 



Subject: Education Prog rams: Major Issues Affecting Postsecondarv Education. 
School-to- Work. and Youth Employment Programs 



Dear Mr. Chairman: 



This correspondence provides information requested by the Committee's 
Education Task Force on July 18, 1997, summarizing work we have completed 
from 1990 through 1997 on postsecondary education, school-to-work, and youth 
employment training issues. In addition, today we are separately reporting on 
preparatory education issues. 1 These materials may be useful as the Committee 
continues to explore problems in the American education infrastructure and in 
informing the federal government about its role in addressing them. 

Obtaining a postsecondary education is becoming even more essential to 
students' future earning power, while the cost of a postsecondary education is 
rising rapidly, contributing to the difficulty of students affording a 
postsecondary education. In addition, some federal programs designed to help 
educationally and economically disadvantaged youth enter, stay in, and 
complete their postsecondary education or noncollege-bound youth obtain 
alternative work skills have not lived up to their expectations. The limited 
effectiveness of these programs has contributed to the difficulty of some at-risk 
youth obtaining a postsecondary education. 

In addition, the Department of Education, the principal federal manag er of most 
of these programs, has had problems in implementating and overseeing student 
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financial aid programs, as well as managing the programs. This has led us to 
identify its student financial aid programs as high risk because of vulnerabilities 
to waste, fraud, abuse, and mismanagement 

In our past work, we have not only discussed problems that kept some of these 
programs from meeting their statutory objectives, but also identified ways to 
improve the programs. We discuss some of these problems, as well as 
congressional and agency actions to address them, in enclosure I. 

Enclosure I identifies and organizes the major issues concerning our previous 
work on postsecondary education, school-to-work, and youth employment 
training programs. For each issue, we have summarized our work, including 
major conclusions and recommendations, and the action taken by the Congress 
or agencies. A list of relevant major GAO products appears in enclosure n. 



We are sending copies of this correspondence to the Chairman and Ranking 
Minority Member of the Committee on the Budget, the Secretaries of Education 
and Labor, other congressional committees, and others who may be interested. 

If you or your staff have any questions, or wish to discuss this material further, 
please call me at (202) 512-7014. Major contributors include Jay Eglin, Assistant 
Director, and Chuck Shervey. 

Sincerely yours, 




Cariotta C. Joyner 
Director, Education and 
Employment Issues 
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